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ANA.TOKY OF HIOSTITUTES AND FEO5TITUTION 
IN KENYA 
Introduction: 
Kenya is in prccess of rapíd soc ial change, Under the 
pressures, stresses and strains of rapíd change, valúes and 
attitudes towards certain thíngs are always sh i f t íng . Because 
they are shi f t ing fast,. they are too o f tsn con f l i c t ing , 
confused or confusing, The very fact that we talk of soc ia l 
change is i t s e l f an important indication that certain culture l , 
p o l i t i c a l and economic changes are taking place. Under the 
pressures of urbanísation, new relationships have to emerge 
and be adopted. Under the desire to be e f f i c i e n t on the farm 
through modernization, some members o£ the farming coinmunity 
are replaced by machines while others continué to use their 
traditional ímplements. Under the pressure to enter and 
part ic ípate in the modernised sector of the economy, marriages 
are delayed and for those who are in school , years of formal 
education are added each year, In short, because of our peoples* 
desire of not just to survive but also to increase their survival 
chances in this modernizing world, nev; adventures in al 1 human 
a c t i v i t i e s , especially social, , occur and wi l l continué to occur. 
As more and more people migrate to tovms and c i t i e s from rural 
áreas or from rural to rural areas in search of 
better l iving conditíons; as some members of our society continué 
to display wealth which apparently is earned through the modern sector , 
s.g,will the desire and aetermination of other members bf soc ie ty , 
who have less , increase. As new towns ge up and ezist ing ones 
expand throughout the country, so wi l l the number of people 
wanting to l ive in them' increase» In our country, there i s 
unprecedented raovement of people from rural to urban areas, 
Within rural areas, there are movements from one región to another 
just as there are movements from one urban areas and center to 
another. We suspect that at this rate of pcpulation s h i f t s , the 
majority of our people wi l l be l iving in c i t i e s and towns and only 
a small percentaje wi l l be l e f t on the farms to man and make the 
land produce. Furthermore, even in the rural areas, only a few 
people wi l l be l iving in places of their birth throughout their 
l ives . In how many years this s i tuat ioñ 'wi l l be reached here in 
Kenya is a iratter of conjencture at this time. 
„ 2 „ 
One thing -s olear» Al l these cnanges ímply soc io -
cultural lag„ These changes by defination imply adopting 
and re~learning new valúes ; They also ímply that pressures 
te adoct and relearn wi l l create new types of stresses and 
strains whose solutions wi l l not alx^ays be easy. Because 
of this state of shi f t ing no mis we can expect some soc ia l -
pychological problema to emerge ° some of which are already 
here„ One of such problem which has become a national 
concern is prost itution and i t s accompanying sub°problems« 
This Daper therefore is an attempt to analyse and describe 
prost i tut ion and prost ituí es in our soc iety . 
In our country, as mdeed as throughout the world, 
prost itution - one of the oldest institutions of men - is 
of major soc ieta l concern and prostitution is treated as a 
crime by some societ les» Law and statutes are enacted to 
deal with this type c f soc ia l deviance, which f a l l s 
within the general term of soc ia l problem and as such, 
"origínate basical iy from crises which j o l t the society out 
of the even tenor of i ts ways and cause grave concern"* 
Because soc ia l probleas cause grave concern in society this 
concern in turn "leads to soc ia l action and to solutions, 
most of which are taaporary solutions,, The grava solution 
is a perception developed sometimes by leaders of society 
and sometimes by the raasses of the people, "tfidespread 
concern plus subsequent soc ial action plus pressure f o r 
a solution are the fundermental compliments of soc ia l 2 problem." 
Before a solution to a problem can be found, the nature 
and causes of that problem must be understood, Only a f ter 
doing so can then the necessary correctivo measures be 
undertaken. It is hoped that this paper wi l l address i t s e l f 
to Some of these issues. 
Frostítute and Prostitution; 
For our purposes, a prost í tute is any person, male or 
female who exchanges his body sexually maínly but not 
exclussively for monetary or material gain. Traditionally 
a prositute has always been considered to be a woman. 
In our analysís , we include the male who is sexually involved 
for monetary and or material gain as also being a prost í tute . 
Walter Reckless The Crime Problem,N.Y. Appleton Century 
Crofts. 1967. p. 25. 
2 Ibid. 
Further in our definatíon a prost itute must be sexually 
involved with more than one person for reasons of gain 
and with or without emotional involvement, k male or 
fernale who se l l s or buys sexual pleasures, f o r our purposes 
is considered a prost i tute . 
Prostítution is here defined as the act of se l l ing or 
exchanging sexual favours f o r money or g i f t s . 
Methodology: 
Perhaps one of the nost d i f f i c u l t areas of soc ia l 
research is in that area where the parameters of study 
are not known or easily definable; where the variables 
to be studied are not easily dissernable. Thus, in the 
area of prost itution which, besides being legal ly prohibited 
is also morally condemmed, i t is d i f f i c u l t to identi fy a 
prost itute and even more d i f f i c u l t to interview one once 
such a person has been ident i f ied . This is especial ly so 
because there are few men and women who would agree that 
their main occupation is prost i tut ion. Subseauently, the 
research design for the present study is unconventional. 
The main source of information reported here=ín is 
observation from the bars, night clubs and other public 
places; extensive interviews with soc ial worlcers, religious 
leaders, school teachers and other public o f f i c i a l s whose 
day to day duties bring them into contact with prostitutes 
for one reason or the other. we have also had interviews 
with lcnown but " f r iendly" women and men who are in the 
prost i tut ion profession. For the categories of those other 
people who we have cal led prostitutes even though they are 
not professionalsj, we used extensive indirect interviews to 
arrive at some of our information, Our interviews were done 
throughout the country in both rural and urban areas. 
The other major source of our information is from a study 
on venereal diseases and prost i tuí ioy. which has already been 
completed though not fu l ly reported. The methodology used in 
this latter study was one of questionnaire. Interviews were 
done personally by the author in the various special disease 
c l in i c s mainly in Nairobi and Mombasa, We were also able to 
interview people in the provincial and d is tr i c t hospítals which 
o f f e r treatment for venereal diseases, Findings of these studies 
wi l l be forthcoming. 
1 See J. Hugo Gachuhi "Venereal Disease and Society" . 
Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, 
Working Paper No 95 1973. i 
i 
/ 
. 4 ~ 
Types of Prostitutas; 
Professor FoJ» Bennett of the Department of Freventive 
Medicine Makerere Uhiversity, ident i f íes twelve cat|gories 
of prostitutes who are to be found in East Africa o 
(1) Those prostitutes who work in recognized "red l ight" 
areas of the c i t i e s and who have more or less f ixed 
\ prices paid in cash, These (prost i tutes) work in the 
day and at night, wait for customers in their own rooms 
or houses A subclass of these are the higher grade 
ones with their rent o f ten paid by steady c l i ents , 
(2) Girls who work in small bars« These are often línlced 
with the trade of taximen and beer se l l e rs . 
(3) Expensive hote ls , Bar and Night Club g i r l s , They are 
usually well-dressed, c l ients are those who can pay 60/» 
and up a night These are the gold-digger g ir ls «. hard 
and fast and unapproachable by soc ial workers, 
(4) Street comer g i r l s ~ this i s a mixed group who either 
work in cheír rooms or in cars or in cheap hotels., 
(5) Inexperienced g ir ls often form the ccuntry who are 
seekíng male support and who often act: as short term 
concubin.es for food and shelter . Idany of these are 
really looking for husbands and wish to marry» 
(6) The workers who supplement their income, Unfortunately 
niany nurses and typist and o f f i c e and factory g ir ls f a l l 
into this c lass . The ones with higher education may be 
mistresses to older wealthy educated men who married 
uneducated wives who stay at home and rear the children, 
(7) Habitual short term lovers who f o m transient relationships 
which last as long as the g í f t s are adequate. Many of 
these are promiscuous and unabíe to form very deep emotional 
attachments to any single man, . 
(8) Good time school -g ir ls who aré a f ter the drinks and money 
and dances, 
(9) School-girls who cater f o r school boys. 
^ F = J„ Benneti» "Prostitution and Yenereal Disease in East Afr i ca" , 
«> 5 -
(10) A small group of prostitutes might start their career 
in the country and utimately gravitare to the town. 
These include widows, beerbrewers and s t e r i l e women who 
have been divorced. 
(11) There is an even smaller group of Suropean women who 
cater f o r African men, 
(12) Hale prostitutes who cater homosexual c l ients o f ten 
European or Asían, Here again there are street or 
hotel and bar operators, Kany of them immigrants., 
There is also a small group of secondary school boys ^ 
who are seeking f inancial support f o r their schooling, 
Bennett goes on to say that " in East Africa the organized 
brothel is not an important feature of prost i tut ion, Associated 
crime <= robbery, v io lence , blackmail is starting, e ,g , the 
prostitute who has a "badger" who comes as the outraged husband and 
beats up arid robs the c l i ent , the homosexual team xjho lure a wealthy 
tourist to a public latrine and then rob him, the g i r l who is in 
league with the taxi robbers, the homosexual blackmailer, and the ^ 
prostitute who goes through the c l i e n t ' s pockets while he i s asleep. 
In ovir investigation we have been able to identi fy the 
same numbér of categories even though we have not given our 
prostitutes the same descriptive t i t l e s . we understand that Aslans 
are also irrvolved but because of the d i f f i c u l t of befriending any 
who could give us information, we are unable to discuss them 
here. We have not been able however, to come across cases of 
blackmailers even though these have been alluded to by our informants. 
As in Bennetts case, the type of prostitutes we shall discuss indícate 
some of the causitive factors operating for the prost i tute herself and 
for the c l ients . To some extent there is a relationship between supply 
and demand. 
The Male Prostitute and the Pirap; 
3y male prost itute we mean the man who s e l l s his body to either 
another man (hornosexviality) or charges a woman some money or i s paid 
by the woman for his servíces. There are few of these in Kenya as 
far as we can determine. These types of prostitutes are usually found 
in major c i t i e s of Nairobi and Mombasa with an occasional few in small 
towns = especially provincial towns. 
Bennett F.J. Op.cit p, 1=2 
2 Ibid. P, 2 
' \ ' 
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One of the reasons--why they- have turned out to be prostitutes 
is apparently psychologícaL as well as economic, For example 
some secondary school boys have practicad homesexuality so as 
"to get some money to pay school fees ana other necess i t ies" , 
Others have turned this way because of frustration for fa i lure 
to secure employment, These men wi l l generally be found near 
bíg hotels where tourists stay or near the beach„ Their 
number seem to be small at the present though on the increase„ 
The male prost i tute ' s fees is d i f f í c u l t y to determine but 
i t is said to range anywhere from twer.ty to a hundred shi l l ings 
depending on the c l ient wishes and the experience of the male 
prostítute» Generally the homosexual goes for European stranger 
in town and he has no f ixed abond, The male who se l l s hís favours 
to the woman may charge anywhere from twenty to f i f t y shi l l ings 
depending on the duration of the. coitus. These types of male 
prostitutes are also few and they generally go f o r the unescorted 
females usually in the tour. Cases have been heard that sometimes 
the proposition i s not a one way, e.g» male to feraale, but rather 
some men are also approached by the wornen who want to buy the raan's 
favour, 
The Fino; 
Fimps jvdiile s t r í c t l y speakíng they cannot be considerad as 
prostitutes unless they engage in se l l ing their bodies, are 
usually males vito engage in securing men for their female " f r iends" . 
Fímps world=w; de, do not procure men without a price„ In many 
soc i e t i e s , individual pimps have a group c f vromen for whom he secures 
men and gets a percentage of the p r o f i t s . It may also be that the 
women in his group are his "employees" and receive a certáin 
percentage from him» k pimp is a 1-cind c f general manager or sales and 
f inancial manager who keeps tight control of his women and especíal ly 
the highly priced ones, 
In Kenya, pimps do not often operate in open a manner as 
their counterparts in víesterh Society, Kevertheless, they a r e 
to be found raainly in our large urban areas, Some are sophístieated 
and speak one or two of the intemational languagés, They get tlieír 
messages across to a potential c l i ent without d i f f i c u l t , In our 
urban areas some pimps are associated with the "prívate" taxis 
though some of them have their own personal vehicles„ limes do not 
necessarily have sexual intercourse with their "business partner", 
vía a v i z , the women they procure men for„ Many of them wi l l have 
their own personal g ír l fr iends whom they do not introduce to the 
trade. The place of "business" is often in a guests» hotel room 
or maybe any other place agreed upon* The females ín the pimps» 
"coorparation" sometimes have their own places of residence but too 
often they l ive in places rented on their behalf by their "business 
'manager", Through his f inancial and residential control , the pimp 
manages to keep t ight control of the vromen in his club. 
Whenever any of the g i r l is in trouble with the law, i t 
is the pimp who usually pays her bonds or pays the f ines in 
court. The type of g i r l s who become recruited by the pinips 
in the urban areas are generally those new to the town l i f e , 
or those who have migrated frorn other to;:ns; such g i r l s are 
usually lonely and quite often they are in search of jobs . 
Recruitment of the g ir ls into the trade is not done d irect ly 
by the "business manager" but rather through an intermediary 
e . g . , a sénior g i r l in the trade persuades "another" friend 
to come and meet a friend. I f she i s desperate f o r money, 
clothings, food and other things, she may j o in immediately 
upon proposition. Rarely does the novice know that she 
is entering a job that might be d i f f i c u l t to get out of „<• 
During the f i r s t few introductory meetings the potential 
recruit is well entertained and she can even get herself some 
of the material things she may be in need o f . Even i f she 
decides not to jo in the group, once she has accepted g i f t s , 
she is obliged to pay and the only way she can do that is to 
s e l l her body since she has no other means of support. 
The Kept Ken; 
The other type of male prost i tute f a l l s in the category 
we ca l i "kept men". Even though i t hurts the ego of many 
African men to say so, these are the men who for some reasons 
or other make an arrangement with certain enterprising, 
usually single women, whereby they perform some tasks in.the 
houses or business and are rewarded for these services. 
Occassionally they get free sexual favours from these ladies, 
There are several of these men in our soc iety , For some of 
these men, the responsib i l i t ies may involve recruiting customers 
f o r the lady or for the more enterprising and sophisticated 
ladies^- responsib i l i t ies may involve companionship in public 
places. Such men do in some cases " l i ve ; ! within the lady's 
household without paying any rent, The di f ferencé i s however, 
that they do not have any say in the house ñor do they own any 
part of the lady's property. This class is not to be confused with 
the pimp class which we have described above. 
This class of female wi l l be discussed in more details 
elsewhere in this paper. 
\ \ \ 
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The credit-system men: 
This class ís sometimes confused with the "rental group" 
discussed below, The group is composed of men, usually working 
and a lirios t always marrxed, generally not highly paid, who make 
an arrangement with certain females (mainly established prost i tutes ) , 
to have sexual previ l iges from time-to time •= on account ~ a form 
of high purcnase. . The accumulated b i l í is payable at the end of the 
month when the customer has been paid, We have no way of estimating 
how many people are involved in this kind of business arrangements ~ 
enjoy now pay later <= but rough estimates indícate that the pract ice 
might be extensiva. This type of relationship implíes that there is 
a degree of trust among the parties involved = henee the d i f f i c u l t of 
estimating the nurnber of people who might be involved. Within this 
group we have another class of men, some of them highly educated and 
highly paid. These men are the ones who pract i ce , for lack of a 
better world, " ¿ I legal and informal polygamy". They are alroost 
always mansied but they have some woman somewhere who may not 
necessarily be practicing prost itution, These women too o f ten have 
children by these men and the men give them monthly maintenance 
allowances. These women are not to be confused with "Kept women" 
even though they come cióse to being that. 
The "R.enóal group" males; 
This group is c losely related to the credit system group 
mentioned above. However in terms of economícs, there is a major 
di f ference , The di f ference between the two groups is that, whereas 
the credit°system group pays at the end of the month and after 
having received the services , the rental group pays for services in 
advance. The estimated monthly fee is around forty shi l l ings f o r 
services the man may get in the course of the month depending with 
the woman. We understand that this fee is not only for sexual 
favours but sometimes for bed-space. . Whether a person sleeps in or 
not, or irregerdless of the number of times he may sleep in, the 
fee must be paid in advance. 
On further ínvestigation of this type of arrangements 
i t appears that the "rental group" are generally middle»aged 
men and women (40-50 years) who have been friends for many 
years. The rental fee then seems not so much a fee for sexual 
favours the men may get from such a woman but mainly a kind of 
"pensión" that the lady receives from the man. In this case, we 
may also consider this arrangement as a "místress-concubine" 
relationship. 
The Female Prostitutes: 
The usage of the term prostitute has always had the 
female in mind, Thus we are l ike ly to find more categories 
among female prostitutes than atnong the males, Female 
prostitutes are also l ikely to be known by the more deragetory 
terms of " c a l i g i r l s " "Street walkers", "Courtesan" trollup." 
"trumpet or trurnp" " harlot" "wench" or "whore", Icost of these 
terms are descriptive of the kind of and place of "business" f o r 
the prost itute, , 
The Same Sex Female: The Lesbian 
Sexual deviance is not restr ic ted to any one society 
although we find that some types of sexual practicas are 
more common to some societ ies than to others. Thus, female 
hómesexualolesbianism is not\very commcn here in Kenya, There 
are unconfirmed reports howevpr that his type of sexual practices 
iüj also to be found in our sot iety , 'ÍJhile.male homesexuality and 
female lesbianism are not prostitution unless they involve exchange 
of money or material, we incluye i t here because these forms of 
sexual behaviours are also known to be sold, 
-¡ These types of behaviour are l ike ly to develop in 
jsituation where members of the same sex are confined for long 
pieriods of time without access to tlie opposite sex„ Places 
such as prisons, seminarles, and single sex boarding schools, 
¡ are l ikely to be the f i r s t places where these behaviours are 
/. £irst manifested, üe have no way of estimating how many people 
are involved in this type of sexual play or how much i f any, are 
/ / the charges or cbligations emanating from this type of a c t i v i t y . 
i ; A l l that óne can say at this stage is that homesexuality and 
,; j lesbianism are manifestations of serious psychological problems 
/ which need psychiatric attentíon rather than condemnation. 
The Formerly ífcrried; 
, ' It would be wrong on any ones' part to assume that a l l those women 
/ ¡ / OXJ hcva been tr.rr.cd and f j r teaG_ns divorce or so—ratean (whether 
í such divorce _s legal or not and whc do not become re-married are at 
; sometime or other cract ic ing prostitution, iiowever, i t is not 
¡í pressumptous to assume that prostitution may have precipatated 
divorce or separation, In our investigations in rural and urban 
areas, there is evídence that nearly sixty percent of the women 
*jho do become prostitutions have at one time or other been 
formerly attached to a man, Marriage in this case implies 
- 10. 
a legal t i e between a woman and a man whether this t i e i s through 
c i v i l or traditional rnarriage arrangement. Some of the prostitutes 
we talked to claimed to have had a Chrístian marriage though át 
the time we talked with them they were l iving alone and had not 
obtained an o f f i c i a l divorce. 
¡ The formerly married usually work in bars, as shop 
assistants or as domestic helpers - hoth in rural and urban 
areas. They get limited wages for their labours and are highly 
mobile. Because of their mobility the labour turn~over is also 
high which explains the reasons for both low wages, high mobility 
and high labour turn=over. The majority of the formerly married 
found in urban areas come from rural v í l l ages . They claím thart 
some of the reasons for running away from home is due to husband 
non«=support. Others claim incompatibil ityj wife-=husband wrong-
doing e .g . adultery, husband ran away and ! 'I had no- one to support 
me" or "husband did not l ike me anymore and to show i t he got another 
wife"» A few of the women in this group that we talked with admitted 
that they were divorced by their husbands because they could not 
have any children while others accused their forraer husbands of 
"wife=beating". 
These are a l l important reasons which can create marital 
disharmony at home and i f not sorted out would eventually lead to 
divorce. Since the majority of the people in this class have very 
limited or no educatíon and since as a result cf their limited 
education they do not have professionai s k i l l s , they therefore fínd 
themselves in Compromising situatíons such as accepting low wages. 
To supplement their incomes, they engage themselves in sexual 
a c t i v i t i e s , usually with customers who frequent their neighborhood 
bars or with selected c l i ents . Many of these women have children 
whom they have to look a f ter , Those who have any children have 
an avei'age number of between two and four. As far as we could fínd 
out, most of the children are bom either a f ter the women had " l e f t " 
the husband or before she had "married". Their fee for sexual favours 
are anywhere from ten shi l l ings to twenty sh i l l ings . Sometimes they 
wi l l acdept a small fee depending on the time of the month or on their 
need f o r money. Sometimes they wi l l also accept a lcohol ic drinks in 





- The Iiever Married Gir ls ; 
Women fa l l ing in this category are generally those who 
have experienced disappointment of one kind or another. 
In some cases they are g ir ls who become pregnant before 
marriage and have a child without the father = the so -ca l led 
i l l ig imate mothers» In other cases we have the g ir ls who have 
been promised marriage by certain'men but who in the end have been 
turned dówn for one reason or other, Such women, a f ter years of 
"devotion" to their boyfriends and then being to ld that they are 
not good eñough, have done one of three thxngss F irs t ly , to revenge 
themselves, at least psychological revenge, they have turned out to 
prost i tut ion, having payable intercourse with anyone who wants them 
and whenever possible , Int ia l ly they prefer to have sexual 
relations with the friends of the former boyfriends, In the 
beginning they do not charge but eventually they d r i f t to the 
"business" category, Some of these women do get new boyfriends, 
but to some extent i t depends on how long they were "engaged" and 
the nature of the promise for marriage, The longer the courting 
period, the more the likelihood that these women wi l l refuse other 
men especial ly i f i t is on promise for future marriage, This also 
increases their chances of turning out for ful lt ime prost i tut ion, 
The behaviour of these g ir ls who have been disappointed 
by men, especial ly as far as marriage is concerned, take a 
form which, while the resulting action can be considered as 
soc ia l ly acceptable, are nevertheless drastic , Some of these 
g i r l s are the ones who af ter such disappointment turn to re l ig ión 
and become "saved". The number of such g ir ls is small in the ^ 
country but depending on the d i s t r i c t s , i t is on the increase. 
Other g ir ls decide to save their money and buy as nice $ par they 
can a f ford , They are also known to buy expensive and beautiful 
pieces of fUrni ttjiir 6 s s well as well=stocked personal wardrobes. 
To them these things become their "husband'J Their boyfriends1 
love and afféfetíon is shi f ted to other things and have very l x t t l e 
time to think of men. The most important thing about a l l these 
g i r l s is one. They basical ly hate and detest males. To some 
degree they have their greatest pleasure when they see men 
suffering o they become sadists of some sort . Many of these women, 
especially i f they have professional careers, chose a l i f e of 
spinsterhood to having any. men promise them marriage. Depending 
on the level of their education, those that turn out to become 
prostitutes charge a high fee for any sexual favour they may give 
a man. 
* We caution here that not a l l "saved" g ir ls have become so 
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The Jobseekers: 
The other category who f a l l in the "never married" group 
is the one that i ? known to suf fer many hardships and which as 
a result of thes¿ hardships turn to prost itution, This is the 
category we cal i the "jobseekers" and i t is to be found throughout 
the country and in a l l urban areas, These g i r l s most o f ten travel 
from the rural areas to urban centers looking for employment, liany 
of them do nót have influential friends in c i t i e s and towns who can 
get employment for them, On their arr ival , o ften they are sometimes 
housed by relatives or " f r iends" , After a period, the relatives 
get t ired of providing them with food and housing and sometimes these 
relative^ start demanding that the g i r l either contribute to the 
househo/d or move out to l ive o f f another re lat ive , Other times the 
g i r l s decide to move out because of the heavy burden put on them by 
their relatives such as cooking, washing and taking care of children, 
or it may be for other reasons, 
vJhenever any of these things happen, sometimes the g i r l 
t r i e s to put up with another g i r l f r iend in a small rented room~ Since 
she has no income and has to support hersel f 3 often she wi l l start 
frequenting bars, dancing halls and other places where men can be 
found, At f i r s t the men wi l l o f f e r her a drink, (the novice usually 
start with so f t drinks and only gradually moving to beers. and liquor),, 
viiich i f she accepts, she is expected to reciprócate according to laws 
of the bar, She may not charge the f i r s t few times but eventually she 
w i l l start charging a fee , By this time she wi l l have met several other 
men and her contact wil l have become wide, The speed at whicli she wi l l 
establish herself in this l íne wi l l depend on her i n i t i a l acquintances, 
If they áre experienced ladies, they wi l l give her good start . 
Eventually she forgets that she TOS looking for employment and may 
engage íA se l l ing her favours ful l t ime, 
Ánother way jobseekers become victims of prost i tut ion is 
through what we shall c a l i " u n f u l l f i l l e d " promísses made by individuáis 
to the girls with the pretense of securing such g ir ls employment. 
As is vejíry well known, this is not only a bad pract ice but a corrupt 
one. Girls are ptirsuaded to meet individuáis at certain places and 
hours So "they can speak the problem over". Under such circumstances 
innoceht but otherwise ignorant g i r l s are powerless to protest 
againSt the man's approaches mainly because they may not be aware of 
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The man gets his way and has sexual intercourse with the g ir l may 
be for only once, but sometimes for several days or'weeks. Ke 
usually t e l l s the unsuspecting g i r l that "the job should be ava^lable 
soon". During a l l this time, the man does not take any steps to 
protect the g i r l from possible pregnanóy, Sooner or later many such 
g i r l s become pregnant and are abadoned by the man, The only alternative 
they have is either to perform an i l l ega l and dangerous abortion or 
carry their pregnancy to term, If they chose the former, cances are 
that they become damaged physically and psychological . If they chose 
the latter they have to support themselves and their chi ld . Without 
any s k i l l s , the only alternative is to use the only commodity they 
have-their bodies. Eventually they too become full=time prpstitute. 
The Sophisticated Group: 
High class prostitutes in up~country Kenya seem to have 
been of recent origxns, Around Mombasa though, studíes^- that have 
been done indicate that this class of women has existed for sometime. 
The high class prostítute is basica'lly to be found in large urban 
areas. She ís either f a i r l y well educated or has been in the 
business f cr sometime that she has managed te develop and maintain 
a special category of c l i e n t e l l e . She is well and expensively 
dressed, usually has new and fa i r ly expensive car, The more 
established professíonal high class prost í tute wil l own property 
such as rental building, bars and shops, The c l i e n t e l l e for this 
group of women is usually the wealthy people in the country, 
and have no ethnic, cultural or racial barriers . They generally 
have their own "tramees" in the business whom they recruit on the 
basis of looks, íntel l igence and temperamento Some of the trainees 
are sometimes their own relat ives . They are respectable because of 
their livitíg standards and their soc ial contacts. 
This group of women is the most expensive one and according 
to our investigation, the mínimum charge per night or part thereof , 
in around one hundred sh i l l ings , With this type of f ee , only among 
the highly paid in our society can a f ford to patronize such 
"businesses" and even at that not on continous basis . They are 
not found ín the streets as are the common prost i tutes . Their 
contact places is at their own well furnished homes, and for some, 
See W.K, Rutasitar Hombasa Bar°Girls "A study of Prostitution 
and Venereal Disease in a Kenya Sea Port 's. ," Kampala, Makerere 
University Medical School. Unpublished DP.H Dissertation, 1970 
= 14 = 
i t is through the telephone or special messengers. Whenever 
they venture outside for an evening, it is usually to the big 
and expensive hotels . Their purposes may or may not be to meet 
new c l ients though sometimes they are l ikely to do th i s . In these 
hote ls , especially i f they are by themselves, they are distinguishable 
by the type of drink they wil l be having, 
These women are knówn to be se l f su f f i c i ent and put their 
children to better schools. They are also known to remit a 
substantial amount of money to their relatives back in the rural 
areas even th.,u~i they v i s í t their homes of origins very infrequentlyo we 
c j n ' t kri;w howmany of them there are in the country but each town 
has i ts own high class prostitutas. The larger the town, the more 
the number of such prost itutes . 
Fart=.time Prostitutes: 
According to our defination, a prost i tute is any person 
who exchanges sexual favours f o r cash or kind, This defination 
would seem to cover nearly everyone and to this extent there are 
some g ir ls who, while they are not ful l t ime prost i tutes , 
nevertheless f a l l within the prostitutes» c lass. Since they s e l l 
their bodies only on occasion and are not sorely dependent on 
incomes accrued from prost i tut ion, we shall cal i them here "Part<= 
time prost i tutes" . 
The part-time prost i tutes , sometimes refered to as the 
beer~bar=dance=hall g i r l s , are g i r l s who genérally have f u l l 
employment and their jobs may or may not be very well paying, 
They are to be found in every profession from Ayahs to nurses, 
secretaries and teachers etc. Some of these g i r l s are usually 
well educated and well dressed, Basically there are two reasons 
why they are caught up in this business. The f i r s t reason is that 
they s e l l sexual favours to supplement their income, The second 
reason is that they are basical ly a f ter goodotimé either because 
of loneliness or because they are a f ter adventure. This group 
of g i r l s is also knoxm as the "good«»time~girls" „ 
Some of the part~time g i r l s are women with a chi ld, 
usually one but sometimes two aven though they are not married. 
Only a few of those with children l i ve with their own children 
in places of work, e .g . in towns. The fees f o r these occasional 
prostitute^ is understood to range anywhere from twenty sh i l lmgs 
to about foi;ty or f i f t y shi l l ings a night, They are said to be 
very discrim^nating in the sense that they do not give their 
sexual favours to -everyone who may approach them. They do not 
consider themselves as prostitutes but rather " fr iends" who are 




In the rural areas this group of women is to be found 
there a lso , although 3_t is not as sophísticated as the town and 
c i ty group» Nevertheless the pattern is the same though the fees 
might be s l ight ly d i f f erent . We have no way of predicting whether 
some members of this group of women do eventually become ful l t ime 
prost i tutes . It is lcnown that many of them do become married and 
settle.down with their husbands, but some also remain single for 
an.extended period unti l they lose their umarket" valué. _ .-•"' 
The School Gir ls : , . . 
The school g i r l s in both urban and rural setting present 
quite an interesting data. In a sense we should not re fer them 
as prostitutes since they do :not maintain themselves sorely on 
incomes earned through sale of their bodies. However, since we 
have defined a prost ítute as any person who exchanges sexual 
favours f o r cash or g i f t and woüld not otherwise be wil l ing to 
do so i f such tarr i f s were not present, then those school g i r l s 
who f a l l in this category are treated as prostitutes without the 
consideration of frequency of sexual contact they hav.e for monetary 
purposes. 
The.rural school g i r l s f a l l into two categories: Those 
who are in primary schools and those who are in secondary schools , 
The primary school g i r l s , especial ly those in upper primary 
generally do not charge a f ee f o r the favours they give. Their 
major c l ients are their classmates and some oí the local high school 
boys, However. there is an occasional "pricing®,1 e .g . anywhere from 
f i f t y cents to a sh.illing or two (sometimes refered to as 
"enticing money" by the boys. These g ir ls usually are not very 
much interested in money as such, since their c l i e n t e l l e is small 
and without money anyway. However they do indulge in sexual 
matters for other favours, e .g . sweets and any other small things 
the boys would be wil l ing to o f f e r them. .. .' : . . 
Their "place of business" is usually in the bush and 
o f ten .a f ter school hours befare they get home or during the 
holidays. With the money they get when they get it ,. they buy 
small things such as cakes and other consumable things available 
within their. area and the small markets» From time to time these 
g i r l s are enticed by older boys who have finished primary schools 
- 16 «. 
and who are s t i l l around the v í l lages either uneraployed or 
casually employed, The pregnancy among these g i r l s i s not 
fu l l y known although i t is understood be high, 
School g i r l s are also victims of their teachers,, In the 
priraary schools, g i r l s have sexual relations with the teachers 
not for money but f o r other rewards. For exaople, i f a g i r l 
perforas badly on her C.P.E, examanation, i t is said that some 
teachers and headmasters ask the g ir ls f o r sexual favours so that 
such g i r l s could be allowed to repeat. Other g i r l s who may do 
poorly on the term examination might also befriend the teacher 
and allow them to have their carnal knowledge so that they pass. 
In the recent past one of the popular Kikuyu record has been 
singmg about the same problems we are tallcing about here. 
Appropriately i t is t i t l e d "NDÍUJ: YA MWALIIU" or the pupil who 
is the teachers sweethheart. 
Urban Primary; 
The town and urban gir ls who f a l l in this category cater 
to the school boys also a f ter school hours and during weekends, 
Their fees is s l ight ly higher than that of their rural s isters but 
i s not much more than two to .three sh i l l ings . Basically they are 
a f ter good times such as a promise by the boy that they wi l l be 
taken to the films or a teen dance or semilar promises. With the 
money they charge when they are not paid in kind, they buy 
themselves g i f t s such as extra dress, shoes or any inexpensive 
things. Some of these town g i r l s are understood to be 
encouraged to "sleep with a man" by their relatives for supplemental 
incomes. 
Urban Secondary; 
The secondary schools g i r l s f a l l into trwc categories The 
rural and the urban. As most g i r l s ' schools are boarding, 
generally any transaction which takes place does so over the 
weekend when the g ir ls have an " o f f " or during the holidays. 
The di f ference between the two groups interms of sexual 
behaviour is that the toWurban secondary school g i r l have 
many opportunities f o r contact with wealthy c l ients than their 
conterparts in the rural schools, Thus the charges f o r sexual 
favours by the urban schoolgixls is higher and approximates the 
f ee charged by the professionals - up to 50 sh i l l ings . 
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The secondary school g i r l s who attend pu'olic or prívate 
day schools and especial ly in urban areas have aj-tother advantage 
over those who are attending boarding schoplsy We have found that 
in those day schools where lunch is not^sér^ed and the g i r l s have 
to either go home or to a nearby "chakúla" places f o r their meáis, 
some enterpricing gentlemen have found means of enticing some of 
these g ir ls f o r sexual purposes. Thus, some of these men are 
prepared to o f f e r " f r ee " lunch to the g i r l s , not just f o r one day 
but f o r severa1 days, weeks and months. In return,the "lunch g i r l " 
has to o f f e r some "serv ices" , Some g i r l s have become victims of 
these unscruplous men. 
Though this is not prost i tut ion in i t s formal sense, these 
g i r l s nevertheless must be considered with the class of prostitutes 
since they accept to have sexual intercourse in exchange of an 
occasional free lunch. Just how extensive the pract ice i s in the 
urban areas, no one knows. 
Ir. the rural areas, the prices range from ten shi l l ings 
to roughly 30 shi l l ings a night an almost half the amount of the 
urban rates, These prices seem to r e f l e t the economic d isper i t ies 
between rural and urban settings and at the same time re f l ec t ing 
the soc ia l sophisticcation of the urban g i r l s . One distinguishíng 
characterist ics of these two di f ferent groups is that the urban 
secondary school g i r l s have a higher rate of sexual promisquity 
than the rural g i r l s . 
We have been interested in knowing who are the c l ients of 
these g ir ls and -what is the method of contact. Amopg the urban 
school g i r l s , sometimes boys are involved in recpiitment - not f o r 
prost itution purposes as such but mainly "to merét a f r iend" . In 
some cases this is pre^arranged between a school lad and an 
enterprising gentlemen who usually has a high incomes, drives a 
f lashy car, is well dressed and in almost a l l cases he is married 
with a family. Such men reouest the intermediary to bring some 
"young things" around for a drink or a f i lm. I f i t is the former 
the intermediary school boys usually gets enough to drink and a 
small amount of pocket money. His major interest is generally 
alcohol ic beverage» After "deüvering the g i r l , his usefulness 
f o r the day ends there and the young lady is driven to expensive 
hote ls , treated to tasty meáis and usually given an expensive 
present. From there on, she is usually obligated and may go to 
bed with the "host" . The place where they have the a f f a i r ranges 
from a rented hotel room, to back of the car seat or in a bachelor 
friends• house. 




When dirmers g i f t s and rides are not involved, the 
transaction involves cash» This amount, as already mentioned, 
ranges from forty shi l l ings to seventy shíl l ings» I t is mainly 
used by the g i r l for buying the various cosmetics and other 
fashionable outf í ts» Where a young man is not involved to procure 
school g i r l s f o r the gentlemen, other g ir ls are involved» The 
sityation is as fo l lows; A certain man knows a certain g ir l r who is 
a^ténding school some where» lie invites her to bring along her 
g ír l f r iend for an ev^ening i f i t is during the holiday ~ or for a 
wieekend when the g ir ls may have an o f f . Some of the g ir ls so asked 
usually know what the gentlement is a f ter and thus ask for a 
p¿rtpentage. Some g ir ls who are bold enough wi l l ask the men what he 
¿4 íeady to pay and then charge him between forty and f ity percent of 
ttyat pr ice for the services of bringing such g ir l » In most cases tlié 
m£n obl ige . Then a meeting place is arranged and upon the "de l iver ly " , 
tíiá procurer disappears either to spend her raoney or to meet her own 
¡áppo intment. It ÍS estimated that between 1/5 and 1/4 of a l l high 
school g i r l s get involved ¿n this business at one time or other duringtheir 
s¿4awáaa®r sthool carecr. The prices charged for sexual favours depends 
oh the form the g i r l s ís in» Thus the foro the higher,- the price» 
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Rura1 Secondary: 
Í I T ' 
/ í Among the rural secondary school g i r l s the situation is 
/not much di f ferent with the exception that there are by far fewer 
people with cars, money and other impressive things in the rural 
'conmunity than there are to be found in the urban setting» Thus 
/only the rural e l i t es have access to these g i r l s and especial ly 
dujring the weekends, The rural town e l i tes also have access to 
tíifese g i r l s , as many secondary schools are not very far from towns 
ánü there is usually free time when the g i r l s are allowed by the 
^íchool aythority to v i s i t the towns» Again the charges depend 
á.ccording to the form one is in and the higher the form the higher 
the income, 
/ / I ' 
1 ' There is no evidence in the cases of school g i r l s who s e l l 
/sexual favpurs to show that family income or pos i t ion has any 
' roajor effqfct on whether the daughter becomes tangled in this 
business or not» Thus, the children of the e l i t e s , especial ly 
the urban ^lites whom one would expect to have enough allowances 
(some infabt have more than they need)? are found in the groups that 
we are desfcribing» I f such g i r l s , who are well dressed, well f ed , 
and who arfe not lacking in material belongings can ínfact indulge 
in sexual tra<jle, i t seems that their soc ia l impact on the poorer 
g i r l s in . the í í school, who would be expected to look upen them for 
^social ejitiijuity has to be great» Whether i t is this way or not , 
ís d i f f i c u l t tp ver i fy» I-lowever, the high class secondary schocl 
g i r l s who hkvejmost of the material things they need as well as 
contacts, are depended upon by the poorer classmates f o r makíng the 
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"correct" contact on their behalf . / For making 'suca contact, i t is 
understood that they are paid a/fee= either by tire man before he goes 
with the g i r l or by the gírl.-who has been so intrbduced. 
Mothers and Daughters; \ 
Our intensiva discussions with the soc ia l workers throughout 
the country reveal several cases of maIdjustmentó The type of 
raaladjustment which surely cannot be less than the foundation o f 
serious national social -psychological problem» ¥e have found out that 
especially in the poor sections of our urban areas, mothers, who 
themselves may have been prostitutes for many years, have introduced 
their trade to their young daughters, sometimes school-geing and under 
the legal definatíon of the age of majoritj ' which is the age which 
legal ly a g i r l is considered mature to make her own decisión with or 
without the consert of her parents or guardians, 
The mothers who have introduced their daughters to their 
"trade" are generally those W£lO el re o íd , although some may s t i l l 
have some "staam" l e f t in them, and have some admires» Many times 
such mothers w i l l introduce the customer to their daughters but at much 
higher príce that the customer "would have paid f o r the sénior 
woman» Other times, i t is the v i s i t ing male váio expresses the wish 
to have sexual intercourse with the young daughter and in that case 
the mother "consults" with her daughter and inakes the arrangements» 
Whatever money is negotiated for the g i r l , the mother is 
understood to keep most of i t and only giving her daughter the amount 
she needs f o r her own limited purchases» 
\ Health and Prositutionft 
Venereal Diseases; 
«. r m r , i i . i 
Studies that have been done - world wíde, including here 
in Kenya on prostitution have cojncluded that prostitutes are major 
sources of i l l -hea l th and esoecihlly maladies such as venereal 
disease» Professional prostitutas, however, are saíd to be less 
of a threat ás transmitters of vépereal disease than the ameature 
or good time prostitutes» 
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Thus, i t can be expected that i f youn3 women as well as 
men are involved frequently- in clandestein sexual a f f a í r s with 
di f ferent persons, the ratel of venereal diseases in the country 
can be expected to go up, and ínfect many innocent: people. The 
end result ís i l l=health td the country,, .--. ^ -
| • 
Diet and the Prostitute; 
Nation~wide we have very l i t t l e knowledge of how many 
people are sufferíng from lack of s u f f i c i e n t and nutrítíous 
food. Sstimates that are from time to time made do not give 
a f u l l picture. The most af fected group of people in terms 
of dietery requírement are the children <= a reason why we hear 
more about malnutríoned children than x^ e hear about the adults, 
For some adults, however their nutrit ional standards cannot be 
consídered anything less than chronic. Ifeny adult: diseases 
therefore, can be directly attributed to lack of adequate diets„ 
For the common and "low~class" prost i tute , the situatíon 
is bad even though one would have assumed that they earn enough 
money from their í l l i c i t trade to be in a posit ion to at least 
feed themselves well , But as i t turns out most ful l t ime malayas 
l i v e on " f i s h and chips11 type of diet , During the day those 
who have no other employment spend time sleeping, In the late 
afternoon and early evening they are busy looking f or customers, 
ITight clubs and all~night bars are f u l l of them, drinking so f t 
drínks i f they are alone or beers and liquors i f they have already 
made their "k i l l ' f . 
These type of prostitutes do not seem to have time to eat 
and when they do, i t is the type-of diet which at best is starchy 
and at worst is not conducive to good health, Because of lack of 
eating properly, it is therefore l ikely that this class of 
prostitutes in particular suffers i l l~health more often than 
the general population. 
Iloney Alcohol, Men and Prostitutes 
Chances are that where you find alcohol you wi l l also 
find men, Where you find men you wi l l also find women. Conversily, 
where in public places you find prost i tute , you wi l l also find 
alcohol and men. Money, men, women and alcohol are the foursome that 
go along very well ín each and every soc iety . 
Drinking in our country has become such national passtime 
that looked at as a national problem, it is greater in magnitude 
than our probl-em o£ unemploymeht. Alcohol consumption is so high 
that the makers of heers"ánd other popular but otherwise outlawed 
drinks such as "Chang'aa" run out of them from time to time. Our 
estímates for Kenya are that in the aggregate, Kenyans are spending 
more money for alcohol consumption each year than they are spending 
on the education of their children or on any other consumer act iv í ty 
íncluding food. We point out. here that even though many of the 
drinkers are social drinkers, and not a lcohol i cs , the problems is 
nevertheless one that can be considered as a number one national 
soc ia l problem» The number of hours lost on the job by those 
sufferíng from hang-overs, the number of injuries that occur as a 
result of senseless drinking, the number of marital and family 
disharmony that occur in our soc iety , i f calculated in economic 
terms they would amount to millions of shi l l ings each year. 
In a l l th is , i t is the male who loses the most. In the 
bar, besides buyíng drinks for himSelf and his fr íends, he i s 
also most l ikely and most often the one who pays the g i r l f r i ends ' 
(prost í tute) drink, This i s in addition to payíng whatever 
amount the female friend wi l l demand» Ancí* added problem is for the 
married urban male who probably has his family in town» In such 
situation, the man cannot take his "g i r l f r i end" to his house. The 
only other alternative is te take the g ir l to his bachelor 
f r í end ' s house, which does not happen too o f ten, or more l ike ly , 
such man rents a room in the lodge» Lodges infact have become so 
important that most lodge keepers earn a very handsome income 
through hourly rent to those ladíes and gentlement who are in a 
hurry» In most communities where beer halls are found, chances 
are that one wil l also fínd rooms for rent a.ttached to such 
bar, / > 
Because of the heavy uncontrolled and frequent drinking 
of our people, we¡ are beginning to note that marriages and 
family l i f e for ai good many people are becoming interrupted. 
The consequence ¿an be expected to result to a massive social 
problem that i f not carefully considered can ínterrupt the 
very foundatioh of soc iety , Like the coianon prost í tute who 
eats very occaáionally, some of men can he considered to be 
def íc íent in cértain basic nutrients that the body requires. 
To many of thein, tJie "k i l o " (roasted meat) and the beer are the 
only foodstuffs that they know» Drinking and dart playíng are 
the only games they play. The body treated this way has to become 
lazy and we suspect that this lasiness i s carried on to the job» 
Th e result is ¿nc£fic_chcy jn the job with the resultant lose of 
time and mohey» 
' i 
In the rural areas, we have found that the problem is 
much more «'eriov.s» As í s well knownv many rural people do not 
have regular incomes coming to them at the end of each month» 
/ R 
/ • i 
\ 
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Many, dependíng on the región, depend eíther on the irregular 
items they can se l l from time to time or f o r those who have 
some kind of cash crop, they depend on the "pay day" for them 
to have any kind of cash» The pay day for some rural folks ís 
when the soc ie t i es , e.g» co f f ee , tea , jda iry , etc . to which they 
belong pay out the meager funds that for some, they are not 
enough to even pay the school fees for two children» The amount 
of money they get depend on their produce which in turn depends 
on the weather of which they have no control over» Other people 
depend on urban remitances from their working relatives when and 
i f those relatives aend any money. 
. . . V. 
• 
But this is not al l» What too often happens is that the 
money, whenever i t is paid out, is paid at the nearest divisional 
or locational center and usually on a market day. I t ís more than 
often the man of the house who goes to co l lec t the money. If the 
man co l lected the taoney and went horne or did his essential purchases, 
things would not be bad at a l l . Iiowever, most men go to the nearest 
bar with a friend to "have one for the lana". They drink bottled 
beers which are axpensíve, Some manage to drink a l l the money 
wíthout realising i t ~ after a l l , Chnstmac to some of the rural 
folks comes only once in a while» 
Some other men spend their money in such way that they 
cannot reco l lect exactly how they spent it» We have found that 
rural and urban prostitutes are very much aware of the farmers 
pay days. ' Usually on these days these women are to be found in 
market pláces and for some reason or the other, they are on such 
days very fr iendly to the farmers. It is rnan's nature that a smile 
from a well dressed, clean looking young iady always touches a 
cord which cal is for a reciprocal responce, which f or some of our 
men is ariswered by o f fer ing the "young woman" a drink or two. When 
beer and women mix in the head of the poor farmer -who has not had 
a loud laugh or a "good time" f o r sometime, chances are that the 
man wi l l wind-up in the local lodge with >he woman. I t _c then that 
whateyer money he may have put=away for his other more urgent 
needs/ gets depleted by the woman. 
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On his return home the same night or the following day 
or two, the man starts a general f ight with his family -
a l l in e f f o r t to cover up his gui l t and shame» Líany children 
have been kicked out of school on account of lack of school 
.-fees. Sural divorces, separation and sometimes b i t ter f i gh ts , 
are in part due to alcohol consumption. Rural prost i tutes , who 
associate with the hard-working farmers but only on certain days, 
are a danger to publíc healtn of the communities because of their 
being possible carriers of venereal diseases which they transmit 
to the men. Unknowingly, the man in turn transmit these diseases to 
their wives who may suf fer f o r many years without knowing the causes 
of their suffering. 
The above description is not limited to the rural men 
alone. In urban areas the situation is the same i f not worse» 
The same problems are expenenced by the urban manual workers whose 
economic situation is not much better than that of the rural man. 
Further more i t should not be interpreted that it is only the rural 
prost ítute who is dangerous to our small farmers. The rural 
prost ítute most often learns her behaviour from her urban s i s te rs . 
I t is known that there is an apperent movement of prostitutes 
from large urban areas to small towns when men are se l l ing their 
crops and have the money (on rural pay day). These prostitutes 
operate in bars, and they are sometimes encouraged by bar owners 
as they increase the sale of beer. 
The above description should not be understood to a f f e c t 
only our economically weak people. Chances are that these 
categories of people are better o f f than the well paid middle class , 
whose drinking and womanisation is beyond bel ief* His economic, 
and personal problems infact might be far more serious than many 
people thínk. 
"Prostitutes, Prostitution and Destitution: 
There is no doubt in our mind that some people become 
prostitutes because they fínd themselves in a compromising 
situation or because they are in a situation which leaves them 
with no other alternative» However, i t does not fo l low from 
this that prostitution is always a result of destitution. Hany of 
the prostitutes operating in our country have both the means and 
the a b i l i t y to f ind y morally acceptable alternativa of securing 
a l ive l ihood. From the standpoint of the type of prostitutes 
operating in the country - both rural and urban - one must conclude 
that prost i tut ion i s Xargely an economic inst i tut ion which has \ 
\ 
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the desire to make cheap and quick money as i t s chief driving 
forcc» . 
For other prostitutes however, as Bennett has concluded^" 
the reasons are psychólogicai, The major factors operating in the 
individual who becomes a prostitute appear to be family causes 
iricluding absent, dead or m e f f e c t i v e fathers, maternal deprivation 
and i ts consequences for personality and econnmic pressures towards 
and lack of family pressures away from prostitution» The large 
nurnber of broken homes and parental examples of promiscuity could 
contribute ultimately to increase in prost itut ion. 
2 
Other mvestigators have found that some juvini le 
prostitutes become so because they have had very ínaaequate or 
disrupted family background. í-Iany young prostitutes have no 
fathers or are orphans reared by indif ferent re lat ives . Some 
are children of prost itutes . líany are reared in a world where 
beer brewing, prost itution, thieving and quarrels form an 
incessant background from which children cannot be isolated» 
Prostitution and the Law: 
Under the 1963 Vagrant Act (No. 61 of 1968, Laws of 
Kenya) women can be arrested and prosecuted in the court of 
law i f they are found to be without lawfui means of subsistence. 
For the purposes of the Act, Prostitution is nct considered to 
be a lawfui means of earning a living» Apparently this law seems 
to be in operation only in the large towns and c i t i e s and not in 
the rural areas» 
The law however is rendred ine f f e c t i ve because of the 
d i f f i c u l t nature of proving someone a prost i tute , or of "catching 
one in the ^ct of prost i tut ion" . Furthermore, the fact that only 
women are cons idered as prostitutes raakes any (but useless) attempt 
to control prostitution a mockery of the law. This is particularly 
/ 
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defination of a prostítute theímále must be considered and included 
in such defination. I 
f -
•For these reasons tl^erefore, any leg is lat ion or any act 
enacted... which renders the woman and not the man, subject to 
criminal charge .for prostitution in any soc ie ty s can only be 
considered as instr ins i ca l ly unjust and should therefore be 
excluded from the law. 
The law as i t exists in Kenya in regard to prostitution 
i s basical ly a bad law which f a i l s to understand the reason why 
prostitution occurs and exists in soc iety . Because of th is fa i lure 
to understood the causes*, the law does not help either in prevention 
of prostitution or in rehabi l i tat ion of the known and convicted 
prostítute. 
The law as i t exists at the present in Kenya i s one of 
punishment which i s aimed at deterring future ' 'crimes". Thus the 
practice of repatriating convicted prostitutes to their d i s t r i c t s 
of origin does nothing more than moving a prostitutes from one area 
of the country at public expense. In this way those prostitutes 
who may have venereal diseases. may spread them to any area which 
would otherwise have been f r e e . Prostitutes who are generally 
arrested are those who make l i t t l e money from t their trade. They 
are the so-cal led street-walkers or beer-hal l g i r l s . Because 
they.are aware that they are subject to pó l i ce arrests at any time, 
the majority of them have become highly mobile, moving from one 
town or one rural areas to another. They stay in any place long 
enough.to make their contacts but never long enough to be ident i f i ed 
by the law enforcement authorities. 
I 
The law which attempts to suppress prostitution can be 
seen as one which makes i t d i f f i c u l t to control and minimize 
soc ia l i l l s such as control of transmission of venereal diseases 
from one area to another. The law makes i t d i f f i c u l t f o r contact 
follow-up because prostitutes who may have transmitted a disease 
in one town might be in another town the next week or month 
without anyone having known whom they were. 
The law in Kenya should be repealled,and in keeping 
with the changing social-economic conditions aim at educating the 
public about the causes and dangers of prost itution. Without 
this understanding i t i s doubtful whether there i s any 
law which can ever reduce one of man's oldest ins t i tu t i on . 
X 
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Social Change and National Boredom 
The increasing rates of prost itution and senseless 
over=drínking on the part of both the males and females, 
young and o íd , uneducated and educated, rural and urban, 
surely is not because the Kenyans enjoy doing these things 
a l l the time. I t is rather a syroptom of something which is 
much deeper than what we see. 
We believe, the symptoms are indications of something 
that ís lacking in people ' l ives , It seems to us that the f inal 
cord of soc ia l fabric which has kept a people together and given 
them moral and psychological support has f ina l l y disintegrated 
and has not been replaced by anythíng new or lcng—lasting. No 
matter where one looks ~ in urban or rural areas, one sees people 
moving wíthout a sense of personal belonging or purpose, In the 
urban areas people drink because they have nothing else to do. 
I t is not much fun to stay in rooms from when one leaves hís place 
of work to the following morning, day a f ter day and week a f ter week. 
The neíghbourhood does not have much to o f f e r in terms of recreational 
act ivit - ies , The only place that urban people f ee l they can meet 
their friends and soc ia l i ze i s in the bar, The only thing one 
can do in the bar is have a drink, play darts or l isten to the 
noisy jukebox. In the bar at least one is able to ignore hís may 
personal problemé even though i t is only for short period. 
In the rural areas, the situation ís not much better , 
The neíghbourhood dances are no more. The concept of the family 
is becoming smaller and smaller, The only place one can find~out 
the days~going=onB is the market center bar. The only ene open 
in the evenings. Men handle together there under Kerosine lamps 
and i f they can af ford a beer they wi l l have one. If not they 
wi l l stare at those who have some and sometimes even "demand" that 
their friend buy them a beer» 
I • ' ' . . 
Meánwhile, in both rural and urban areas the woman and 
children are l e f t at "home". They too get bored. The children 
become unrully and some become juv in i le deliquents «» in search 
of something to do. The women in the rural areas at least are 
not so bad. They get together and try to discuss their next 
harambee p^oject or they go to sing hymns at the church or in 
a neighbours* house. - - . 
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